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Dominic Dao, a sophomore at Maggie Walker, wishes he could change his last name to Toretto and live his 

life a quarter-mile at a time, but he’ll have to settle... for getting to be a chair for WMC 2017! When he first 

participated in WMC as a delegate, he forgot to write a position paper and to wear a suit, yet he has ended up 

enjoying the WMC Little Caesar's Pizza for the past 4 years now. He has participated in the JCC convention 

committees before, so he is hopeful what the new delegates can bring this year. Besides being a member of 

Model Congress, Dominic also plays the trombone in the Maggie Walker jazz band and tennis for the Maggie 

Walker team. Additionally, he likes to code and read in his free time. He can’t wait to meet all of the new 

delegates and is looking forward to this year’s conference! 

 

Samuel Thornton is looking forward to chairing JCC Republicans 2016 in this years’ Model Congress 
conference. He is a rising senior here at Maggie Walker.  Samuel attended the conference as a delegate for the 

first time in 2014 as a part of the Judiciary committee. He has previously vice-chaired for the respective 
versions of JCC Republicans during the conference in 2015 as well as in 2017. He is extremely excited to chair 
this year once again. Samuel thoroughly enjoys football, basketball, baseball, or golf, whether he is watching 
or playing. He also is very active in his church and attends various youth group activities within it. Samuel 

hopes that you all are looking forward to this year’s conference as much as he is. Good luck! 



EDUCATION 
Introduction 

Some say education is knowledge. Others say education is knowing how to gain 

knowledge. On thing that most agree on it that education is the cornerstone of a free 

democracy and is central to politics. Education helps build the opinions of the youth of our 

nation and thus, education helps build the nation’s future. This is a large reason why 

education has been one of the most consistent issues discussed on Capitol Hill. To most 

voters, the wellbeing of their family and their children are central to their opinion in 

choosing a candidate and thus, it should be an issue central to the Republican Party’s 

message. Specifically, voters have been most concerned with how college tuition costs and 

federal standards impact the quality of education children receive before they enter the 

workforce. 

History of the Issue 

College Funding 

The founding of Harvard University in 1636 marks the humble beginning of the 

American debate about the worth of college education. To provide some statistical context, 

the number of higher education institutions grew from 1,851 in 1950 to 6,900 in 2013. The 

number of university students increased from 3 million in 1950 to 20 million by 2013. 

College costs have risen by 79% in the period 2003-2013, yet CPI inflation rate rose only 

27%. With 20.2 million U.S. college students in 2015 and average student debt at more than 

$28,950, the debate continues today. 

Common Core 

The Common Core State Standards were created to achieve higher education 

standards, establish college and work readiness in public schooling, and set a universal 

measure to apply to all students. Launched officially in 2009, the drive for common 

learning goals in Math and English excited an overwhelmingly positive reaction. Forty-six 

states adopted the standards in 2010 and 2011. The effort to create shared standards took 

shape in part because of a critical 1990's movement to buff education standards. However, 

these standards were not 'universal' and carried a diversity state-to-state. Even the No 

Child Left Behind Act of 2001 failed at creating a standard measure of testing since some 

states set different proficiency goals than others. As promising as it was, soon after 



Common Core’s creation, it soon failed its expectations. Several states dropped the 

standards, and almost half decided against using the Common Core standard tests. 

Recent Developments 

College Funding 

Some are advocating that to battle the rising cost of college tuition, more 

government assistance in college funding is required while others argue that other higher 

education options need to be provided. Higher education supporters cite that college 

graduates have a better chance to earn larger salaries and more work benefits than high 

school graduates. Some of them also point out that those who have completed college 

education have gained intangible skills, including communication skills and independence. 

Those against higher education contend that college debt leads to a delay in joining the 

workforce and a delay in retirement savings and other long-term goals like having children 

or purchasing a home. They also mention successes like Steve Jobs who had never 

completed college and  include that many jobs do not require a college diploma. 

Common Core 

The opposition to the common core mostly cites the excessive involvement of the 

federal government. And to a much lesser extent, the content of the standards themselves. 

Most of the debate involving Common Core is rooted in politics. Conservatives were 

concerned that sharing one set of academic standards was an encroachment on the 

American tradition of states’ rights. Additionally, liberals were skeptical of an idea that 

could potentially set back the work of teachers who individualize their instruction to the 

needs of their classroom. These sentiments were aggravated when President Barack 

Obama and U.S. Secretary of Education Arne Duncan encouraged states to accept Common 

Core standards to gain access to a four-billion dollar grant called ‘Race to the Top.’ State 

rights activists immediately responded that the federal government had broken the law by 

trying to determine the curriculum taught in classrooms. By pointing out that the federal 

government had no hand in writing the standards and that encouraging states to accept 

them was not illegal, Common Core supporters pushed back. 

 

 



Opinions and Perspectives 

Democratic Point of View 

College Funding 

A Pell Grant is a subsidy the U.S. federal government provides for students who need 

it to pay for college. The democratic party supports expanding government programs and 

believe they will help improve education. Barack Obama, a major party leader believes that 

the government should invest more money towards Pell Grants and provide more tax 

credits. He also wants to expand the number of community college slots for students, make 

community college free for the first two years, and reformat their purpose to train workers 

specifically for available local jobs. The democratic party has also previously suggested that 

college loan debts should be forgivable after a certain period of time. In addition, there 

have also been ideas to make college tuition taxes deductible in order to reduce costs. In 

general, democrats believe that higher education should be a right. 

Common Core 

The Democratic Party’s main message concerning Common Core is that 

standardized tests have a purpose to advance learning, not bureaucracy. Some democratic 

critics of the standards cite that it does not improve student achievement as promised but 

many democrats are in support of national education standards in general. 

Republican Point of View 

College Funding 

More republicans agree with democrats that higher education needs to change in 

that community colleges should become more like technical institutions. However, 

republicans are less lenient concerning college loans than democrats and have previously 

said that federal college loans should not be given and instead, the government should just 

insure private loans. In general, republicans believe that achievement should be the basis 

for access to college. 

Common Core 

The Republican Party’s central theme concerning education standards is that the 

role of federal government in education should be limited. Republicans are mostly opposed 

to setting national education standards. Most republicans agree that national standards are 



similar to a cookie-cutter approach and believe that education is not an area that should be 

“one-size-fits-all.” Instead, they support a broad range of choices for parents and children 

at the state and local level. 

Conclusion 

As a representative of the Republican Party, it is your duty to decide how to 

approach these issues given the information provided in this briefing and your research. It 

will be imperative that your ideas are appealing to the American people and deliver the 

Republican message well. Below are some thought provoking questions that should help 

you get started on your research. It is recommended that you thoroughly review these 

questions. When going over them, form solid answers to keep in mind as you go into the 

conference and incorporate your thoughts into the position paper.  

Questions to Consider 

 Which reform policies concerning education and immigration will be most 

important to activate the party base for the general election?  

 What is the party’s central message in 2016? How can the platform reflect that?  

 How can our platform differentiate itself from the Democratic administration?  

 What techniques can we use to unify party subgroups which are in disagreement?  

 How will the party platform be impacted by the presidential nominee?  

 What specific issues should the Republican party emphasize in their 2016 platform?  

 With what level of specificity should the GOP’s policy goals be outlined?  

 Which demographic groups are most important to appeal to for a win in 2016? 

 What changes need to be made to the college system, if any? 

 Does entrance into college revolve on academic achievement or should it be a given 

right? 

 How much of an effect does higher education have on success? 

 What role should the government play in standardizing education, if at all? 

Sources for Additional Research 

 List of past party platforms http://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/platforms.php 

 Growth and Opportunity Project website: http://goproject.gop.com/  

http://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/platforms.php
http://goproject.gop.com/


 Pew Research Center for US Politics: http://www.people-press.org/  

 GOP Website: https://www.gop.com/     

 On the Issues: http://www.ontheissues.org/default.htm  

 Overview of issues: http://www.ontheissues.org/Background_Education.htm 

 Common Core: http://www.gse.harvard.edu/news/uk/14/09/problems-and-

promise-common-core  

 College Funding: http://college-

education.procon.org/view.resource.php?resourceID=006578  

 Republicans: http://www.ontheissues.org/celeb/Republican_Party_Education.htm 

 Democrats: http://www.ontheissues.org/celeb/Democratic_Party_Education.htm  
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IMMIGRATION 

Introduction 

Immigration is such a complicated and controversial topic in today’s world, and it 

has been for hundreds of years. Whether it’s the Naturalization Act of 1790, the Emergency 

Quota Act of 1924, or the Immigration Act of 1990, immigration to the United States has 

always been debated amongst Congress and citizens. The most pressing immigration issues 

in our country today are order control, the volume of immigrants that should be allowed 

into our country every year, and what should be done with the immigrants living here 

illegally or undocumented.  

History 

The issue of immigration in the United States has a fluid and extensive history. 

Americans have always shared conflicting opinions on immigrants coming to the country, 

and will continue to debate this topic for many years to come. The first legislation related 

to immigration was the Naturalization Act of 1790. The act restricted citizenship to “any 

alien, being a free white person” but only for those who had been in the United States for 

two or more years. This two year period was increased to a five to fourteen year range in 

1798. Clearly, this excluded any women or minorities. While this act was only for white 

males, it served as a template for future immigration acts and marked a key priority in 

border security. 

Almost a hundred years later in 1870, there was a new Naturalization Act that 

extended the rights of naturalization and citizenship to those of African descent. This was a 

huge milestone for minority rights, marking a key progressive movement for immigration. 

This particular act also created a system of controls for the naturalization process. 

About 50 years later, Congress enacted the Emergency Quota Act of 1921. This act 

restricted immigration to the United States. It was meant to be a temporary fix, but ended 

up setting a new standard for immigration legislation. The act set two new ways of 

immigration law-making by enforcing a numerical limit on immigration and a quota system 

to set those limits. Three years later, the Immigration Act of 1924 put this into action, 

limiting immigrants to 2% of the country’s population they were immigrating from, which 

was a decrease of 3% from the Emergency Quota Act of 1924.  



Recent Developments 

In the 2010 census, the number of illegal or undocumented immigrants reached an 

all-time high, surpassing 40 million. At the time of this census, the immigrant population 

doubled what it was in 1990, tripled what it was in 1980, and quadrupled what it was in 

1990. The latest immigration act, The Illegal Immigration Reform and Immigrant 

Responsibility Act of 1990, established deportation guidelines, increased border agents, 

and expedited deportation laws. While not as recent, The Immigration and Nationality Act 

(INA) of 1965 established a 675,000 person limit for immigrants entered the United States, 

and also ended the National Origins Quota that had been previously used. 

More recently, the Real ID Act of 2005, requires states to verify citizenship before 

issuing licenses. In addition to that regulations, immigrants’ rights were further restricted, 

including refugees.  

On June 5th, 2012, the Secretary of Homeland Security established Deferred Action 

for Childhood Arrivals (DACA), allowing children of immigrants to request for deferred 

action for a period of two-years, as long as they met certain requirements. This grace 

period of two-years is renewable as long as the specific requirements are met. The Obama 

Administration hoped this would continue, but President Donald Trump announced that 

this program would be disbanded. Former President Barack Obama also issued an 

Executive Order on November 20th, 2014 in an attempt to delay the deportation of over 

five million immigrants and, raise the age limit to 31 for those immigrants seeking 

citizenship. His attempt, however, was suspended by a federal judge that February, as 26 

states protested this action.  

Opinions and Perspectives 

Democratic Point of View 

There seems to be a pretty clear divide on the issue of immigration in the United 

States. The members of the Democratic Party strongly oppose any further border security, 

and often want more immigrants to be allowed in this country. As mentioned above the 

Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) is supported by the Democratic Party, as 

former President Barack Obama enacted it. Citizens on the left side of the political 

spectrum want to let those who are undocumented stay in this country, and obtain 

citizenship (especially their children), while allowing more immigrants to flow into the 



country. In addition to these main issues, the Democratic Party believes that sanctuary 

cities should be federally funded, and that the federal government should issue more work 

visas to immigrant workers. Overall, Democrats believe that those who immigrate to this 

country should be allowed to obtain citizenship and that border security should not be 

increased. 

Republican Point of View 

The Republican point of view, for the most part, is drastically different than that of 

the democrats. High-ranking leaders of the Republican Party believe that border security 

should be increased. Some even support the construction of a wall along the Mexican 

border. However, Republicans don’t just want border security along the Mexican border; 

rather they are focused on securing the entire country’s border by limiting immigration 

from countries across the Atlantic and Pacific. In addition to increasing border security, 

Republicans also have lobbied for a stricter cap on the amount of immigrants allowed per 

year, or at least not an increase. Most also strongly oppose the DACA program, and want 

any and all immigrants that are here illegally to be detained and deported. The Republicans 

believe that those undocumented immigrants are stealing American jobs, as well as our 

money through health care and various other benefits. Overall, Republicans strongly 

support greater border control on physical borders as well as across oceans, and want to 

decrease or keep the cap of immigrants the same in the United States. 

Conclusion 

Since 1790, immigration legislation has been a highly debated topic among those on 

both sides of the aisle. Whether it’s over the volume of immigrants the United States should 

accept or the security of our border, Republicans and Democrats vehemently disagree on 

each topic. As seen in the Obama Administration and in the first months of the Trump 

Administration, both parties take advantage of their power in the government to put their 

immigration beliefs into action. While former President Obama and the democrats 

loosened the immigration policy in his tenure, President Trump and the Republicans in 

Congress have been attempted to pass stricter immigration policies. The President’s 

suspension of the DACA marks a key turn in immigration legislation, showing that he is 

serious about new border security laws and laws against illegal immigrants.  



On one side of this immigration issue, you have those who firmly believe in 

providing aid to all immigrants in the U.S. as well as those who oppose a stricter border. On 

the other side of the aisle there are those who believe that immigrants living here illegally 

should be deported, and those that push for a stronger physical and metaphorical border. 

Both sides present extremely compelling arguments, and this huge topic of immigration 

will continue to be an issue for decades to come.  

As a part of the Republican committee, your job is to form a position like that of your 

party and your candidate. While this briefing provides you with information that can be 

pertinent to forming your stance, it is strongly advised that you perform extensive research 

into this topic in addition to finding out what your assigned candidate’s stance on 

immigration is. This is imperative for you, our committee, and our party to be successful. If 

you need additional help, I have provided some questions for you below, which should set 

you on your way to a quality position paper. 

Questions to Consider 

 How can an inclusive platform be formed that is separate from the Democratic 

platform but also attracts voters in the middle as well as unite the party as a whole? 

 What should the immigration cap be and how can that be determined? Should it be 

decreased? Should it stay the same? Should it be increased?  

 Which reform policies concerning immigration will be most important to activate 

the party platform for the general election?  

 What is the party’s central message on immigration in 2016? How can the 

committee form a platform on immigration to reflect that?  

 Should the eventual nominee have a significant impact on the immigration 

platform?  

 What specific issues on immigration should the Republican party emphasize in their 

2016 platform?  

 Which demographic groups are most important to appeal to for a win in 2016? 

Sources for Additional Research 

 List of past party platforms http://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/platforms.php 

 Growth and Opportunity Project website: http://goproject.gop.com/  

http://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/platforms.php
http://goproject.gop.com/


 Pew Research Center for US Politics: http://www.people-press.org/  

 GOP Website: https://www.gop.com/ 
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