
 

SPECIAL COMMITTEE 

JCC 2016 Conventions 
(Dem) 

Immigration and Education 
 

Jenny Glazier and Julia Ball 

 

 

 

 

  

 



COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

 

 

Jenny Glazier, a senior at Maggie Walker, is looking forward to co-chairing the 2016 Democratic National 

Convention committee with her best friend Julia Ball. This is the fifth year Jenny has participated in Walker 

Model Congress, serving as both a delegate and a chair. Jenny enjoys studying languages and history and 

hopes to become an international human rights lawyer. This year, she is working with an immigration lawyer 

to take the first steps towards this goal. In her free time, she loves to travel the world, binge-watch Woody 

Allen movies, and spend time with her friends. Jenny is looking forward to meeting passionate delegates and 

lively debate about some of her favorite issues! 

 

Julia Ball, a senior at Maggie Walker, is thrilled to be co-chairing the Democratic National Convention (2016) 

Special Committee with Jenny Glazier, one of her best friends and a Model Congress pro.  One of Julia’s 

academic passions (besides WMC) is genetics and its relation to oncology, a subject that she will be studying 

this year under the mentorship of Dr. Shiang at VCU. Julia’s life outside of school revolves around music and 

tennis. She mainly sings and plays bass, but also writes some original acoustic guitar music. Julia is hoping to 

stimulate exciting, well-informed debate, and looks forward to meeting some enthusiastic delegates! 



EDUCATION 

Introduction 

Nelson Mandela wisely said, “Education is the most powerful weapon which you can 

use to change the world.” His words apply both in a broad sense and a practical sense. 

Getting a good education can help you learn life skills like time-management, groupwork, 

communication, and discipline. There’s also a strong correlation between continued 

education and an increase in average salary, better living circumstances, and more 

opportunity in general. Americans recognize the need for a baseline of education, so 

current standards are guided by six nationally-set Common Core Standards. Each state has 

some leniency to determine their own specifics beyond the Common Core Standards. For 

example, education is compulsory over a range of ages, starting between 5 and 8 and 

ending between 16 and 18, depending on the state.  

There are a few controversial areas associated with education. First, there is dissent 

over the expanding role of technology in education. One side argues that technology is 

expanding students’ resources and is a major skill in the modern workplace. The other side 

believes that traditional handwritten assignments and physical projects develop learning 

skills more efficiently.  Another disagreement is over what the national standards should 

be and how much individual states, and even individual schools, should be able to adjust 

the standards. Much of this contention is caused by a stark opportunity gap among 

students throughout the country; some think that standards should be adjusted to meet the 

capabilities of financially or socially disadvantaged students, while others think the 

standards should be based on the preparation that the majority of students receive. 

Because education is such an important building block for a successful society, it is 

important that we reach an agreement on these controversial issues. 

History of the Issue 

Organized education began in the colonial period with traditional English methods 

of “family, church, community, and apprenticeship.” New England and the South varied in 

their methods of schooling: New England practiced a more traditional, compulsory 

education, whereas homeschooling or private schooling was more popular in the South. 

One unifying factor throughout the country was the role of religion in education.  



As the country grew, higher learning institutions like Harvard and Yale began to 

emerge in the North. Private tutors also gained popularity, as did compulsory education in 

orphanages. In the more agrarian southern states, most students did not make it past the 

8th grade, and this remained true until the 19th century.  

Education became even more complicated during Reconstruction (the period after 

the Civil War) when segregation forced students of different races to go to different 

schools. These schools often had vastly different budgets, especially in the mostly 

Republican-controlled legislations of the time. Even when some Democratic legislators 

gained power, schools for African American students remained severely underfunded. In an 

attempt to give more opportunity to African American children, the Freedmen’s Bureau 

helped establish over 1,000 schools across the South. Racial segregation in the United 

States continued until the Supreme Court declared it illegal in 1954.  

The 19th century was a time of major education reformations. Starting in 1837, 

Horace Mann instituted a series of reforms which followed the Prussian style of “common 

schooling,” in which education was much more organized. The reforms focused on training 

teachers for basic, elementary-level education. By 1900, 34 states had compulsory 

attendance laws which required children to attend school until at least the age of 14. Of the 

34, only 4 of these were southern states. Most schools at this time were funded by their 

communities, which put schools in the South at a continuous disadvantage. Even within 

communities, funding for different schools was separated between Protestant and Catholic 

groups. Catholic schools tended to be much more deeply rooted in the religious aspect of 

education, whereas Protestant schools were typically public and focused on a general 

education.  

As education grew and changed nearing the modern system, different ideas 

emerged. John Dewey was an advocate of progressivism, who thought that education 

should include both academic aspects and practical, life skills. Booker T. Washington fought 

for African American rights in the early 20th century, even opening his own college - the 

Tuskegee Institute in Alabama. Finally, the Civil Rights Movement in the 1950’s and 60’s 

inspired real, legislative change. In 1954, Brown v. Board of Education declared “separate” 

(as in “separate but equal”) inherently unequal, which ended segregation in all schools. 

 



Recent Developments 

Instituted in 2001 by G.W. Bush, the “No Child Left Behind Act” deemed that all 

schools reach a 100% proficiency level. This standard was revised in 2012 when Congress 

realized that 100% proficiency was not very realistic. Other changes made in 2012 

eliminated the requirement to learn cursive, to provide time for recess, and to have all 

students sing the national anthem. In addition, fewer and fewer schools are calling for any 

sort of art class to be included in regular curriculum. In 2013, Former President Obama 

replaced the No Child Left Behind Act with the “Every Student Succeeds” Act. This basically 

reinforced requirements for standardized testing, but gave the states more control over 

exact standards. It also re-allocated some Title I funds for lower income students. In 

general, schools of the 21st century have been making attempts to convert focus to “deeper 

learning, including analytic reasoning, complex problem solving, and teamwork, compared 

to traditional knowledge-based academic skills.”  

Opinions and Perspectives 

Democratic Point of View 

Democrats want to expand options for public school in a few ways. In general, 

providing more funding to magnet schools, charter schools, teacher-led schools, career 

prep schools, teacher prep programs, and teacher salaries would all help provide more 

individualized education and close the opportunity gap. Investment in community colleges 

and a call for more partnerships between businesses and community colleges are also on 

the democratic agenda. In general, the Democrats favor more federal involvement and have 

voiced a desire for more federal and state funding in education. Finally, there have been 

attempts to support various minority groups by making community college free for lower-

income families, funding historically black colleges and minority-serving institutions, and 

pushing higher-education institutions to admit a more diverse class. 

Republican Point of View 

Republicans prefer more limited federal involvement, especially financially. The 

goal of limiting federal involvement would be to put leadership more in the hands of 

parents and teachers. Specifically, they support privatized education programs (which 

create a more competitive education system), more school choice and/or homeschooling 

programs, and private student loans (compared to federal student loans). In addition 



Republicans prefer a more structure curriculum to liberal arts education, and support 

career prep programs. They also believe students should not be divided based on native 

language (English vs. ESL) because separation would prevent ESL students from “becoming 

accustomed to mainstream American classrooms and culture, and therefore [would limit] 

their ability to advance in society.”  

Conclusion 

Everyone can agree that education is a vital part of our society’s success, but few can 

agree on exactly how it should be organized and managed. From as early as America’s 

colonization, there have been major disparities in who can access education and the quality 

of education available to students. This disparity has evolved from just living in a northern 

or southern state to involve ethnicity, socio-economic standing, political stance, familial 

education, and so many other factors. Both parties want to increase quality and access to 

education, but prioritize different issues and cannot agree on the best way to resolves the 

issues. This is why it is so important for us to discuss the issues, and as students education 

is a topic that you should care about deeply.  

Questions to Consider 

 To what extent should the federal and state governments be involved in funding 

education? 

 To what extent should the federal and state governments be involved in setting 

standards of education?  

 How can accessibility to higher level education (colleges and universities) be 

expanded to more students? 

 Should standards of education be set higher, even if that means a lower percentage 

of students can reach those goals? 

 How might privatizing education (ie. defunding public education and allowing 

private and charter schools to create a market) change factors like financial burden, 

extent of student access, level of teacher/parent control over curriculum, etc.?  

Sources for Additional Research 

 http://www.debate.org/school-vouchers/  

 https://www.ed.gov/essa?src=rn  

http://www.debate.org/school-vouchers/
https://www.ed.gov/essa?src=rn


 https://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/strengthening-partnerships-between-

businesses-and-community-colleges-grow-middle-class  

https://www.treasury.gov/connect/blog/Documents/Pell%20AOTC%204%20pagr

r.pdf 
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IMMIGRATION 

Introduction 

Since its inception, the United States has served as a land of immigration. However, 

today’s recent political climate has witnessed partisan division over specifics of our 

immigration system. As it stands, an immigrant is a person who comes to live permanently 

in a foreign country due to job opportunities, promises of freedoms and prosperity, or to 

flee persecution.  

There are numerous means under which an immigrant is inclined to enter the 

United States, many of which were established under the Immigration and Nationality Act 

of 1952 and the Immigration Act of 1990. Family-based immigration applies to immediate 

family (siblings, children, and parents) and seeks to reunite families divided due to 

immigration. Annually, over 480,000 family-based visas are granted. Employment-based 

immigration is based on both temporary and permanent bases. If an immigrant would like 

to work temporarily in the United States, he or she must obtain a visa specific to the work 

they will be performing throughout their stay; there are more than twenty different types 

of visas for different types of visits. Permanent employment-based immigration is capped 

at 140,000 visas every year including immediate family members. The United States also 

limits immigration using per-country ceilings; immigrants from each nation cannot exceed 

7% of the total amount of immigrants each fiscal year. This is used to prevent dominance of 

any single group in the immigration patterns. The Diversity Visa Program is also based on 

nationality; people from countries with low rates of immigration can enter into a lottery in 

which 50,000 people are selected to get a green card.  

The most controversial aspect of immigration is refugees and asylum seekers. A 

refugee qualifies as a person who cannot return home due to “a well-founded fear of 

persecution”. Refugees apply for admission from outside of the United States and their 

admission to the United States is usually based on the degree of risk they face in their home 

country, connections in the United States, and the current state of immigration into the 

country. Every year, the President and his cabinet decide how many refugees will be 

granted admission based on regional quotas. An asylum seeker is someone already in the 



United States seeking the same protections as a refugee. Most partisan divides focus on 

how to balance risk when accepting refugees from areas where terrorism is highly active.  

The United States currently faces the decision as to how we should respond to 

recent influxes in immigration attempts, keeping in mind both our humanitarian mission as 

well as the security of the nation. 

History 

Immigration to the United States presents itself in different waves over time. First, 

the colonial wave lasted until the late eighteenth century, bringing mostly Western 

Europeans who began to settle in the colonies, as well as the involuntary movement of 

slaves from Africa (mostly Western). Around this time, the first use of the “melting pot” 

culture sprouted up, referring to the blending of cultures contributing to the national 

culture as a unified whole. 

The next wave of immigration lasted from approximately 1815 to 1865. On the East 

coast, Northern and Western Europeans, especially from Ireland and Germany, immigrated 

to the United States, whereas on the West coast, many Chinese and Japanese people 

migrated during the 1850s due to the California Gold Rush. Due to this mass influx of 

immigrants, job competition increased; many employers would only hire white, anglo-

saxon protestants and openly discriminated against certain ethnicities and religions. 

Political movements, such as the “Know-nothing” party, emerged in opposition to any 

immigration at all, calling for a closed borders country so that the American identity could 

be forged. 

Following the Civil War, the Ellis Island period lasted from the late 1800s to the 

early 1900s. The first marking point of this period of immigration was the Chinese 

Exclusion Act of 1882 which banned Chinese immigration; this was one of the first times a 

specific nationality had been directly targeted by legislation. Several years later in 1892, 

Ellis Island opened, marking the beginning of a new immigration process. Instead of having 

numerous, poorly regulated ports of entry, Ellis Island would serve as the gates to America. 

All immigrants had to be screened, present paperwork, and go through several tests and 

examinations to be granted entry to the United States. Additionally, immigration increased 

from Central and Eastern Europe, as many Italians and persecuted Jews moved to the 

United States. 



Following World War I, immigration regulation increased dramatically from 

previous years. In 1917, a literacy test conducted in English was enacted for every 

immigrant coming to the United States. Years later, the Immigration Act of 1924 officially 

introduced a quota system for the first time. Using 1890 census data, US authorities 

calculated 2% of each nationality currently residing in the United States. This value served 

as the quota. Immigration as we know it today became more prevalent following the 

Immigration and Nationality Act of 1965 in which the quota system based on ethnicity 

ended and family-based immigration began, signalling a shift to Latin American 

immigration patterns.  

Recent Developments 

Recent immigration reform is based on Middle Eastern and Latin American 

immigration concerns. The main concerns surrounding Middle Eastern immigration are 

based on the large terrorism presence in many areas, especially in Syria and Iraq where 

many refugees are from. As of August 2017, no refugees from areas of concern have 

committed acts of terrorism on US soil. Even so, many fear that terrorists may slip through 

the screening process refugees go through on their way into the United States. Others argue 

that the screening processes are advanced enough that the United States can afford to allow 

Middle Eastern immigrants to enter the country. Supporters of this stance also point to the 

United States’ humanitarian duty as a world leader. 

Latin American and South American immigrants face different kinds of scrutiny. 

Some worry that the drug trade based in Latin and South America will extend into the 

United States through immigration. The drug trade in Latin America took root in the 1980s, 

quickly spreading through several countries and into the United States. The most common 

drugs trafficked across the US-Mexico border are methamphetamines, cocaine, and 

marijuana. However, the majority of immigration from Latin America is not drug related- in 

fact, many immigrants are trying to reunite with family members already living in the 

United States. Another issue surrounding Latin American immigration is the occurrence of 

undocumented immigration. This is, perhaps, one of the most contentious issues 

surrounding immigration today. Questions over their motives for residency, contributions 

to society, and ability to work legally exist on both sides of the aisle. Some argue that their 

presence is illegal and that is the end of the question. However, some argue that most 



undocumented immigrants are victims of a failed immigration system, and under other 

circumstances would be legally residing members of society. 

 Currently, the Immigration and Naturalization Act limits total immigration to 

675,000 people annually. Since the turn of the century, many new immigration measures 

have come into effect. The US Patriot Act of 2001 broadened the grounds on which 

immigrants could be turned away on the basis of terrorism. In 2002, new agencies such as 

the Immigration and Customs Enforcement Agency (ICE) were created as a subset of the 

new Department of Homeland Security.  ICE is responsible for ensuring legal residency; 

when they receive reports of an illegal resident, they often conduct raids which are often 

seen as controversial. However, over thirty cities in the United States brand themselves as 

“sanctuary cities” in which undocumented immigrants are not actively sought out, often 

resulting in a lack of cooperation between ICE and the city government and community. 

President Obama took steps to ingratiate undocumented immigrants into society through 

the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program, which would stop the 

deportation of young undocumented immigrants. 

Opinions and Perspectives 

Democratic Point of View 

Democrats believe that the benefits of immigration outweigh the potential risks. 

They encourage immigration as a way of contributing to America’s melting pot culture 

which embraces differences and extends American opportunities to others. Primarily, they 

assert that the United States cannot deny the freedoms of the United States to an entire 

group of people (such as Muslims or Syrians) due to their nationality, as they feel that this 

goes against the freedoms the nation stands for. As for undocumented immigration, 

Democrats strongly condemn ICE raids which target law-abiding undocumented 

immigrants; instead, only those who pose a threat should be deported. Increased pressure 

on undocumented immigrants may lead to less hate crime reported and less contributions 

to society. Additionally, Democrats stress the fact that many undocumented immigrants are 

tax-paying workers in the United States and they feel that they have already contributed to 

society. If anything, Democrats feel that increased numbers of undocumented immigrants 

indicate the need for system reform. 

 



Republican Point of View 

Republicans believe that immigration is too unregulated considering potential risks 

and therefore they support increased regulation practices. To start off, they believe that 

further background testing and screening of immigrants are the first steps towards a safer 

immigration process. Additionally, Republicans support limited immigration for “high risk” 

areas such as the Middle East. Republicans strongly believe that the system of immigration 

must be followed; those residing in the United States illegally must be deported as they 

pose a safety risk as they have not undergone the same screening as other legal 

immigrants. There are also worries that undocumented immigrants use entitlement 

programs which many do not pay into. Many Republicans also fear that immigrant influx 

will result in fewer employment opportunities for Americans (however in July 2017, the 

federal government allowed 150,000 immigrants to come in and work in jobs which could 

not be filled by US residents in the agricultural and service industries). 

Conclusion 

Immigration must be addressed by the Democratic National Convention as 

candidates on both sides of the aisle have brought it into the spotlight. Legislators at all 

levels of government must weigh security risks with humanitarian duty in order to decide 

upon the best manner to approach the issue. Delegates are encouraged to complete outside 

research into potential plans of action and platform ideas concerning immigration into the 

United States today. President Kennedy stated that “Everywhere immigrants have enriched 

and strengthened the fabric of American life.” As the United States debates issues of 

immigration, it is pertinent that all parties work towards the ultimate goal of preserving 

the true spirit of the American mission. 

Questions to Consider 

 Do potential risks of immigration outweigh the benefits of immigration? 

 What relationship should the federal government have with undocumented 

immigrants? 

 How can the deportation and detention systems in the United States be reformed to 

be more humane and effective? 



 How can the current system of quotas be reformed in order to minimize 

discrimination against immigrants of color? 

 Should entitlement benefits be extended to undocumented immigrants? 

Sources for Additional Research 

 http://www.migrationpolicy.org/research/timeline-1790 

 https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/research/how-united-states-

immigration-system-works 

 https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/us-immigration-debate-0  

 https://www.nilc.org/issues/economic-support/overview-immeligfedprograms/ 
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