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Jaideep Damle, a junior at Maggie Walker, is looking forward to chairing the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee at WMC 2018.  In his freshman year, Jaideep joined the Maggie Walker Model United Nations club 
and became a crisis staffer at GSMUN IX.  In his sophomore year, he joined Model Congress and served as vice 

chair for GSMUN XX and WMC 2017.  In addition to these two clubs, Jaideep runs on the school’s cross-
country and track teams, and provides music lessons to elementary school children as part of the Music 

Orchard Program during the spring.  He is currently interested in pursuing a career in physics/engineering. 
 When he is not working hard at school, you can find him at home reading comic books or watching Netflix. 

 

Siddharth Venigalla, a sophomore at Maggie L. Walker Governor’s School, looks forward to co-chairing the 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee. Siddharth has been involved in Model Congress since middle school, and 

in fact his first Model Congress experience was serving as a delegate for the Senate Environment and Public 
Works Committee at the 2015 Walker Model Congress conference. In addition to Walker Model Congress, 

Siddharth is involved in Model United Nations, Quiz Bowl, Future Medical Professionals and enjoys 
volunteering at the Children’s Museum of Richmond. He is excited for this year's Walker Model Congress, and 

knows that the committee and its members will make this year an enjoyable and enriching experience! 



RUSSIAN RELATIONS 
Introduction 

Russia is a country that lies in both East Europe and North Asia.  It is the largest 

country in the world in terms of area.  After the February Revolution and October 

Revolution in 1917, Russia became the first Marxist  state (communal government) in the 

world with Vladimir Lenin emerging as their leader.  Following a three-year civil war, the 

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (U.S.S.R.), also called the Soviet Union, was formed 

between Russia and satellite nations such as Belorussia, Ukraine, and the Transcaucasian 

Federation (Armenia, Azerbaijan, and Georgia).  In 1991, at the end of the Cold War (a 

period of tension between the two nuclear superpowers in the world at the time, the 

United States and the Soviet Union), the U.S.S.R. was broken up.  In 2000, Vladimir Putin 

was elected President of Russia, and won again in 2004.  This was followed by the election 

of Dmitry Medvedev in 2008, who then appointed Putin as prime minister.  Putin once 

again rose to power in 2012. 

Anti-Americanism has been common in Russia since the Cold War.  They have used 

anti-American propaganda to help pursue their foreign policy goals with countries that 

generally have anti-American views, such as Iran and Venezuela.   

The conflict in Syria has been escalating since it began in 2011.  It is part of the 

many pro-democracy movements in the Middle East that started in December, 2010 called 

the “Arab Spring.”  This began when a man in Tunisia, Mohamed Bouazizi, set himself on 

fire after police forces confiscated his vegetable cart.  This set off a chain reaction that soon 

led to the rest of Tunisia, as well as other countries, such as Egypt, Libya, and eventually 

Syria, to start protests against their oppressive government.  After the arrest and torture of 

pro-democracy teenagers, protests began all over Syria, and were met with gunfire from 

the government.  This sparked more protests, with more people demanding the resignation 

of Syrian President Bashar al-Assad.  This conflict soon erupted into the Syrian Civil War. 

 Russia has aligned themselves with President Assad.  They began a bombing campaign 

against the so-called “terrorists” of Syria and then proceeded to help arm Assad and his 

forces.  The United States has condemned the Assad regime for its brutal treatment of the 

citizens of Syria as well as Russia for their involvement in the conflict.   



Russia also has been accused of interfering with the 2016 US presidential election 

that saw the election of Donald Trump to the US presidency.  This prompted a thorough 

investigation by the FBI, which led to a strong suspicion that Russia had been involved in 

the outcome of the election. 

History of the Issue 

At the end of World War II in 1945, the United States became wary of Joseph Stalin’s 

violent rule in the Soviet Union.  They also became concerned with the spread of 

communism, sparking the idea of “containment,” which took action against the spread of 

communism.  The Soviet Union condemned the United States for not recognizing the 

U.S.S.R. as a part of the international community and also for not getting involved in the 

war earlier.  An arms race soon began between the two superpowers, resulting in the 

development and testing of more atomic and nuclear weapons, including the Hydrogen 

Bomb (H-Bomb).  The arms race soon morphed into a space-race when the Soviets 

successfully launched their satellite, “Sputnik”. The United States soon retaliated with the 

creation of the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA).  However, the 

Soviets still managed to dispatch the first man in space in 1961. Despite this, the United 

States managed to reach the moon first in 1969.  Despite the Soviets having a “head start” 

with the launch of Sputnik, the United States emerged victorious in the space race after 

their lunar landing.  The Soviets had made four attempts to launch a spacecraft set to land 

on the moon, all of which ended in failure.  Many Americans saw their victory in the space 

race as the result of their superior political-economic system, intensifying tensions 

between the two countries. 

After Cuba fell to the communists under the leadership of Fidel Castro in 1959, the 

Soviets placed nuclear-armed missiles on Cuba aimed directly for the United States. 

 President Kennedy managed to avoid a nuclear war when he agreed to Nikita 

Khrushchev’s request to not invade Cuba.  After the invasion of Cuba and space race, the 

Soviets tried expanding their territory into other countries, such as Vietnam and North 

Korea.  The United States retaliated due to their policy of containment, and it ended with 

two horrific wars that did not see favorable outcomes.  Toward the end of the twentieth 

century, the Soviet Union began to grow unstable and eventually collapsed in 1991 under 

Mikhail Gorbachev. 



President Bill Clinton with Russian president, Boris Yeltsin, in 1993 in Vancouver, 

Canada to discuss Russia’s post-Soviet economy and how the United States could help fund 

some of Yeltsin’s programs.  Clinton also worked with Yeltsin to help reduce the amount of 

nuclear weapons from the former Soviet Union by invoking the Nuclear non-Proliferation 

Treaty (NPT) of 1968, the Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces Treaty (INF) of 1987, and 

the Strategic Arms Reduction Talks Treaty (START I) of 1991.  These treaties required 

countries that used to be part of the Soviet Union to destroy or give up to Russia, where 

they could be controlled, any remaining nuclear weapons in their possession.  During 

Clinton’s presidency, NATO established the Partnership for Peace, which Russia joined in 

1994.  Despite their compromises, Clinton was against Russian military action in the region 

of Chechnya, and Russia was against US military action in Bosnia during the war occurring 

in that region.  In 2002, during the presidency of George W. Bush, the United States began 

plans to build a missile defense system in Poland.  This was seen as a threat by Russia, and 

as a result, Putin threatened to retaliate for the implementation of such a system.  This 

missile defense system was eventually scrapped when Barack Obama took office in 2009. 

Medvedev and Obama promised a “fresh start” in US-Russia relations during the 

2009 Group of 20 summit, which is an annual meeting between 20 of the world’s leading 

economies.  Both the US and Russia agree to a new version of the START treaty where both 

countries reduce nuclear warheads to 1,500 warheads each.   

However, despite actions toward friendly relations with Russia, there have been a 

few setbacks as well.  In 2011, Prime Minister Putin accused Secretary of State Hillary 

Clinton of encouraging anti-Russian protests.  In 2012, President Putin banned US families 

from adopting Russian children.  In 2014, Russia invaded Crimea in Ukraine, resulting in 

sanctions being placed by the United States and other countries. 

In 2015, Russia began to launch air strikes against the rebels in Syria.  Russia also 

began to provide militaristic aid to President Bashar al-Assad’s forces despite international 

criticism.  In 2014, the US started conducting airstrikes against ISIS and other jihadist 

groups in Syria, but has avoided any attack that would intervene in the battles between 

Assad’s forces and the rebels.   

The DNC was hacked in 2016.  It was believed that Russian hackers were 

responsible.  After the election of Donald Trump to the US presidency, investigations from 



the FBI concluded that Russia had some interference with the 2016 election, which would 

question the validity of the Trump administration.  On December 29, 2016, President 

Obama announced more sanctions were to be placed on Russia for alleged interference in 

the election. 

Recent Developments 

Russia, Turkey, and Iran agreed on enforcing a ceasefire between Assad and non-

Islamist (not associated with ISIS) rebels in January, 2017.  However, this agreement 

proved to be ineffective, and was not signed by either the Syrian government or the rebels. 

 The fighting still continued to get worse.  In April, 2017, President Trump ordered a 

missile attack on a Syrian government air base, marking direct involvement in the war.  In 

addition to Syria, violence in Ukraine started to escalate in the winter of 2017.   In January, 

2017, Austrian Foreign Minister Sebastian Kurz argued for the lifting of sanctions on Russia 

in exchange for better solutions to the Ukraine crisis.    

Investigations regarding the Kremlin hacking the 2016 presidential election started 

to escalate in early 2017.  In April, 2017, an investigation was launched into Michael Flynn’s 

payments from another government.  About a month later, James Comey testified before 

the Senate Judiciary Committee about his conversations with President Trump, including 

Michael Flynn and the investigation regarding the election hacking.  However, nothing 

major regarding the election hacking was revealed until July 2017, when Donald Trump Jr. 

revealed his meeting with Russian lawyer Natalia Veselnitskaya.  In addition to this, it was 

revealed that, in an email to Donald Trump Jr., Russia’s information on Hillary Clinton was 

given to aid her opponent’s campaign.  Donald Trump Jr. then proceeded to publish the 

content from these emails on twitter. 

Opinions and Perspectives 

Democratic Point of View 

Both parties view Russia in a more negative light.  However, more democrats 

believe that Russia was involved in the presidential election and that there was collusion 

between Putin and the Trump Administration.  Democrats and Republicans are mostly 

united in their view on Assad and US involvement in Syria. However, democrats are not as 

vocal about a military response in Syria.  In 2014, some democrats pushed President 

Obama to provide aid to Ukraine in order to deal with Putin’s forces.  The Senate Armed 



Services Committee Chairman at the time, Carl Levin, stated, “We should allow them to 

have types of lethal equipment, which are not the most provocative, but which are 

defensive,” when discussing how to aid the people of Ukraine.  However, most democrats 

sided with Obama in just imposing sanctions, and not getting involved militarily. 

Republican Point of View 

While there are some Republicans who side with the Democrats on Russia’s 

involvement in the 2016 US election, many believe that the president and his 

administration had done nothing illegal.  Democrats and Republicans are mostly united in 

their view on Assad and US involvement in Syria.  However, more republicans support the 

use of ground troops in Syria instead of just drone strikes.  Many Republicans felt that 

Obama did not do enough to handle the Ukraine crisis, and that he should have gotten 

involved militarily.  Senator John McCaine stated, “This is the ultimate result of a feckless 

foreign policy in which nobody believes in America’s strength anymore,” in regards to 

Obama’s actions on the Ukraine Crisis. 

Conclusion 

Ever since the Cold War, Russian relations with the United States have been very 

tense.  The main difference between the two countries stems from the differing types of 

government.  This has been a common theme ever since the struggle to contain 

communism in the late twentieth century.  It is important that these issues be resolved in 

order to prevent any future conflicts with Russia that could come at a great cost. 

The situation between the US and Russia in Syria is based on the difference in 

ideologies.  Putin siding with Assad has put a large setback in US-Russia relations.  Both 

democrats and republicans are in consensus about how they feel about Assad and his 

brutal treatment of Syria.  The question remains of how the US should go forward in the 

Syrian Civil War.  If the United States ended up arming the Syrian rebels, then it would put 

them on an indirect war with Russia.   

While overshadowed by other events, the Ukraine crisis remains an important 

factor in Russian relations.  In addition to the United States, the EU and Australia have 

imposed their own sanctions on Russia.  It is important for the US to consider whether 

sanctions are the best solution, or whether a military response is appropriate.  A military 

response could, once again, end with a war with Russia. 



Finally, the potential 2016 election hacking by the Russian government is a huge 

story that is still developing.  Any type of collusion between Donald Trump and Vladimir 

Putin would cause many people to further condemn the Trump Administration for 

participating in illegal activities during the election.  The Kremlin has denied any 

accusations made around the election hacking and President Trump himself has called the 

entire affair “fake news.”  If further investigations and more accusations are made, then 

tensions with Russia would be further strained.  However, if the Russian government did 

interfere with the United States election, it could be marked as threat by the Russian 

government, and would question the validity of the Trump administration. 

Questions to Consider 

 Which issue should more attention be given to: the war in Syria, the crisis in 

Ukraine, or the 2016 election hacking? 

 Should the United States continue to get involved in Syria.  If so, why? 

 Should the United States get involved militarily in Ukraine crisis?  If so, what are the 

implications of this act? 

 Should the FBI continue to investigate the election hacking by the Russians or 

should the investigation not go any further? 

 What are the political and economic implications of Russian sanctions?  Should 

more be placed?  If so, why? 

 Is an alliance with Russia at all possible?  What are the implications of a friendship 

with the Kremlin? 

Sources for Additional Research 

1. http://foreignpolicy.com/2017/07/06/under-trump-u-s-russian-relations-hit-new-

low/ 

2. http://www.pbs.org/newshour/updates/background-briefing-ukraine-crisis/ 

3. http://origins.osu.edu/article/ukrainian-crisis-russias-long-shadow 

4. http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-37995780 

5. http://time.com/4828306/russian-hacking-election-widespread-private-data/ 
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NORTH KOREAN RELATIONS 

Introduction 

North Korea is a country in East Asia constituting the northern part of the Korean 

Peninsula.   In 1910, the Korean Peninsula was annexed by the Empire of Japan, however 

after Japanese surrender at the end of WWII in 1945, Korea became divided into two zones 

along the 38th parallel by the United States and USSR. The north became occupied by the 

USSR, while the south became occupied by the United States, both attempting to employ 

their political ideologies in North Korea, communism and capitalism. After reunification 

negotiations failed in 1948 two separate governments were formed, the Democratic 

People's Republic of Korea in the north and the Republic of Korea in the south. North Korea 

invaded and attempted to retake South Korea and unify the peninsula, leading to the 

Korean War, but eventually the Korean Armistice Agreement brought about a ceasefire 

between the two governments; the peninsula remains divided to this day. Officially, North 

Korea describes itself as a self-reliant socialist state, but the CIA factbook classifies it as a 

communist state which is a “society in which all property is publicly owned and each 

person works and is paid according to their abilities and needs” and many consider it a 

totalitarian dictatorship which means “a system of government that is centralized and 

dictatorial and requires complete subservience to the state” under Kim Jong Un.  It is 

known as the “hermit kingdom”, due to its isolation from the rest of the world because 

foreign media is forbidden, interaction with tourists is strictly controlled and the internet is 

inaccessible to almost everyone as stated by the Huffington Post.  

North Korea has been mentioned repeatedly in the news recently and for many 

years now, because of its infamous nuclear program.  North Korea’s nuclear program 

presents a threat to the U.S and the rest of the world due to its several nuclear weapons, as 

well as the missiles designed to send these nuclear weapons.  Moreover, North Korea is 

viewed as serious threat by the majority of the nation; for example Sen. John McCain 

remarked, “A North Korean missile tipped with a nuclear warhead, capable of reaching our 

homeland is no longer a distant hypothetical, but an imminent danger.”  North Korea’s 

nuclear program as reported by BBC “has conducted five successful nuclear tests: in 2006, 

2009, 2013 and in January and September 2016.” However, it is not exactly known where 



North Korea’s progress is in terms of miniaturizing a nuclear warhead, which would allow 

delivery by a missile. In March 2016, “Pentagon spokesman Peter Cook said the U.S had not 

seen North Korea demonstrate an ability to miniaturize a warhead” according to BBC. On 

the contrary, two days later Adam Bill Gortney “the officer responsible for defending US 

airspace” also according to BBC, “told a Senate panel it was ‘prudent’ to assume that 

Pyongyang could strike the US”.  Likewise, Professor Siegfried S Hecker of Stanford 

University, a highly authoritative voice on North Korea's weapons' development as stated 

by BBC, says "we must assume that the DPRK has designed and demonstrated nuclear 

warheads that can be mounted on some of its short-range and perhaps medium-range 

missiles". In September 2016, the professor said Pyongyang’s  ability “to field an 

intercontinental ballistic missile fitted with a nuclear warhead capable of reaching the US 

was ‘still a long way off - perhaps 5 to 10 years, but likely doable if the programme is 

unconstrained’.” as reported by BBC. These statements such as how if North Korea’s 

nuclear program is unconstrained an ICBM fitted with a nuclear warhead could be 

developed and how the man responsible for defending U.S airspace said it was prudent to 

assume the U.S could strike Pyongyang; further demonstrate that the threat of North 

Korean missiles reaching U.S mainland is still very potent.   

History 

Hostilities between North Korea and the United States do not stem today solely from 

North Korea’s nuclear program, but instead from tensions that date back to the Korean 

War.  During the Korean War from 1950-1953, when North Korea invaded the south in 

order to unify the peninsula under their rule, the U.S supported South Korea in hopes of 

avoiding an communist Korean Peninsula. Eventually, the conflict came to an end with an 

armistice agreement which discontinued fighting, although tensions between the United 

States and North Korea remained, which would heighten during North Korea’s upbringing 

of its nuclear program. In 1985, North Korea first signed the Nuclear Non-Proliferation 

Treaty. The NPT is an “international treaty whose objective is to prevent the spread of 

nuclear weapons and weapons technology, to promote cooperation in the peaceful uses of 

nuclear energy and to further the goal of achieving nuclear disarmament and general and 

complete disarmament.” according to the UN Office for Disarmament Affairs.  The United 

States and North Korea in 1994 signed an agreement,with  the main point that North Korea 



pledges to freeze and dismantle its old, graphite-moderated nuclear reactors in exchange 

for international aid to build two new light-water nuclear reactors.  The deal was made 

because the U.S suspected the graphite-moderated nuclear reactors were part of a covert 

nuclear weapons program in North Korea.  In 2002, President George Bush labeled North 

Korea, Iran and Iraq an “axis of evil” in his State of the Union address. North Korea was 

included in the “axis of evil” because it qualified as a state that “challenged the international 

order with terror and weapons of mass destruction,” according to CNN.  In response to 

President Bush’s speech, a government spokesman told the state-run Korean Central News 

Agency, "It is again the United States which is threatening the Korean people with nuclear 

weapons,".  Later in that year, the Bush Administration revealed that North Korea had 

admitted to operating a secret nuclear weapons program, which violated the 1994 

agreement. North Korea then withdrew from the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty in 2003. 

Lateron in that year, the United States confirmed North Korea had reactivated a five-

megawatt nuclear reactor at its Yongbyon facility, capable of producing plutonium for 

weapons and North Korea declared it had nuclear weapons.  

In 2005, North Korea tentatively agreed to give up its entire nuclear program 

including weapons. In exchange, the United States, China, Japan, Russia and South Korea 

said they would provide energy assistance to North Korea which North Korea claimed they 

needed now that their nuclear program was shut down, along with promoting economic 

cooperation. In 2006, North Korea test-fired a long range missile, resulting in the U.N 

Security Council passing a resolution demanding that North Korea suspend the program. 

Thereafter in the same year, North Korea claimed to have successfully tested its first 

nuclear weapons, prompting the U.N Security Council to impose a wide array of sanctions, 

including the prohibition of exporting to North Korea military supplies and luxury goods. 

 In 2009, North Korea announced that it had conducted its second nuclear test. The U.N 

Security Council condemned the test and imposed new sanctions. 

In 2012, the State Department announced that North Korea had agreed to a 

moratorium, a temporary prohibition of an activity, on long-range missile launches and 

nuclear activity at the nation's major nuclear facility in exchange for food-based aid. 

However in 2013, North Korea's National Defense Commission said it would continue 

nuclear testing and long-range rocket launches in defiance of the United States. The tests 



and launches would feed into an "upcoming all-out action" targeting the United States, "the 

sworn enemy of the Korean people," the commission said. Further into the year, North 

Korea carried out their third nuclear test, which drew additional sanctions from the United 

Nations. Sanctions against North Korea have sometimes proved to be feeble, for example, 

an U.N report stated that North Korea's sanction evasion techniques are "increasing in 

scale, scope, and sophistication," and that UN member states' implementation of sanctions 

remains "insufficient and highly inconsistent." In 2014, North Korea warned that it was 

preparing another nuclear test, and the following day, the hostility escalated when the 

country fired hundreds of shells across the sea border toward South Korea. In response, 

South Korea fired about 300 shells into North Korean waters and sent fighter jets to the 

border. Also, in 2016 North Korea fired three ballistic missiles 1000 kilometers, at least one 

of which entered Japan’s air defense zone. 

Recent Developments 

On January 1st 2017, Kim Jong Un claimed that North Korea could soon test an 

intercontinental ballistic missile. Later on in January, a US defense official informed CNN 

that the military had deployed sea-based radar equipment to track long-range missile 

launches by North Korea. Also, Defense Secretary Ash Carter stated in an interview that the 

military will shoot down any North Korean missile fired at the United States or any of its 

allies. On July 4, North Korea claimed it had conducted its first successful test of an 

intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM), that can "reach anywhere in the world."  Later in 

July, North Korea tested an intercontinental ballistic missile “that appears to have the range 

to hit major US cities, experts say, and prompted a fresh round of condemnation from the 

United States, China, Japan and South Korea” as reported by CNN. David Wright, a missile 

expert at the Union of Concerned Scientists told CNN “If the missile were fired on a flatter, 

standard trajectory, it would have major US cities such as Los Angeles, Denver and Chicago 

well within its range, with the possible ability to reach as far as New York and Boston.” 

Opinions and Perspectives 

Democratic Point of View 

During the presidency of former President Obama, Democrats tended to emphasize 

diplomacy and international cooperation and sought deals that brought compromise on 

both sides. However, on North Korea, Democrats have a different opinion today. As 



reported by the Atlantic, “After Kim tested an intercontinental ballistic missile this week, 

Politico reported that ‘Republican and Democratic lawmakers on Tuesday called on 

President Donald Trump to increase pressure on North Korea and China.’”. In May of 2017, 

every Democrat in the House joined every Republican except one to support a bill to 

impose new sanctions against companies that do business with Pyongyang as stated by the 

Atlantic. Defined by the Council of Foreign Relations, economic sanctions are “the 

withdrawal of customary trade and financial relations for foreign and security policy 

purposes”. Sanctions can  place a burden on the economy of a country and pressure them to 

cooperate with the country that is placing sanctions on them. 

Republican Point of View 

To deal with North Korea, Republicans tend to follow the 40th President, Ronald 

Reagan’s policy of dealing with adversaries through “ideological denunciations, economic 

sanctions, and military threats” according to the Atlantic. President Donald Trump’s 

Secretary of State, Rex Tillerson stated in Seoul before a meeting with South Korea’s foreign 

minister, “Let me be very clear: the policy of strategic patience has ended,” “We are 

exploring a new range of diplomatic, security, and economic measures. All options are on 

the table. North Korea must understand that the only path to a secure, economically-

prosperous future is to abandon its development of nuclear weapons, ballistic missiles, and 

other weapons of mass destruction.” 

Conclusion 

Ever since the Korean War, tensions have been heated between North Korea and the 

United States and today are even more heated due to North Korea’s continued 

development of its nuclear program.  With North Korea testing intercontinental ballistic 

missiles that could reach the U.S mainland, the issue of North Korea and its growing 

nuclear program has become more prevalent than ever.  Sanctions have been imposed by 

the President currently on people or entities who; “maintain correspondent accounts with 

North Korean financial institutions, with some exceptions, purchase or acquire significant 

amounts of certain metals and minerals from North Korea, including gold, copper and 

silver, as well as textiles, sell or transfer to North Korea significant amounts of rocket, 

aviation or jet fuel, crude oil, petroleum or natural gas, with some exceptions for 

humanitarian purposes, engage in online commercial activities of the North Korean 



government, including online gambling.” according to CNN. Nevertheless, it is unknown 

how much impact these sanctions will have on pressuring North Korea to stop nuclear 

testing.   

The primary method to deal with North Korea today is focused on exploiting China’s 

ties with North Korea.  China is North Korea’s primary trading partner, exporting several 

items to North Korea.  China’s trade with North Korea has increased 37.4% in the first 

quarter of 2017 from the period in 2016.  Moreover, Chinese exports surged 54.5 percent, 

to North Korea, and imports from North Korea increased 18.4 percent. Thus, this makes 

China, North Korea’s only major ally who has economic leverage over the nation.  The latest 

strategy by President Donald Trump is to pressure China into reducing trade with North 

Korea.  President Trump has done so by carrying out the following actions, sanctions 

against Chinese entities with ties to North Korea, a planned 1.42 billion arms sale to 

Taiwan, and U.S military movement through the contested South China Sea.  By cutting 

trade with North Korea, China would essentially deal a great blow to North Korea’s 

economy and set back North Korea’s nuclear program and testing. 

Military action against North Korea to discontinue its nuclear program has become 

more of an unrealistic option for the United States.  If the United States were to destroy 

North Korea’s nuclear facilities and program, it would provoke a brutal counterattack 

against South Korea as reported by the New York Times.  Even a limited strike can cause 

many casualties because of North Korea “could retaliate with the thousands of artillery 

pieces it has positioned along its border with the South.” according to the New York Times.  

Questions to Consider 

 To pressure China into reducing trade and relations with North Korea, what actions 

will this committee take such as passing sanctions targeting China? 

 Should the United States encourage military action against North Korea, taking into 

consideration, the substantial risks that are associated with it? 

 What will the United States do to verify North Korea’s future claims of 

intercontinental ballistic missiles and such, in other words should the United States 

increase intelligence gathering in North Korea such as heightened monitoring of 

testing? 



 Is negotiating directly with North Korea a possibility for the United States?  Even 

further, is it a viable option, considering North Korea’s amid tensions with the 

United States? 

 If the United States chooses to negotiate with North Korea, could any possible 

agreement be created to lift sanctions on North Korea in exchange for U.S oversight 

on its nuclear program to reduce the threat? 

Sources for Additional Research 

 http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-21710644 

 https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/kn.html 

 https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/north-koreas-military-capabilities 

 https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2017-04-16/north-korea-missile-

launches-nuclear-detonations-timeline 

 https://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/bgn/2792.htm 
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